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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1-20. (canceled) 

21 . (currently amended) A method for extracting information from the Internet, the 
method programmed in a computer-readable medium to be executed by a processor operably 
connected thereto, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving text from a user as the exclusive form of user input, wherein the text is a 
collection of words each having multiple meanings depending on context of use, at least one of 
which meanings is descriptive of information sought; 

deriving a micro-context corresponding to the m e aning for the text by e xamining a us e r' s 
activit i es on the user's coinpulu ' text and comprising a plurality of words, eac h assigned a 
relative weighting derived from patterns of occurrence thereof in at least one of a previous query 
submitted by the user and a Tesult returned in response to a previous query subm itted bv the user, 

locating the information that matches the micro-context in a database; and 

presenting the information to a user. 

22. (canceled) 

23. (previously presented) The method of claim 21, wherein the database comprises a 
corpus indexed by macro-context. 

-2- 

PAGE 218 * RCVD AT 10/1 112006 6:08:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/5 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:8015305955 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-48 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



10/11/2006 15:27 FAX 8015305955 PATE PIERCE BAIRD El 003 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT ] I 2006 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the step of locating 
information that matches the micro-context in a database comprises searching through indices in 
the database corresponding to the macro-contexts and returning the information linked to indices 
where the macro-contexts correlate to the micro-context. 

25. (previously presented) The method of claim 24, wherein tine step of presenting the 
information to a user comprises presenting the information in a format selected by a user, the 
format being independent of a hierarchical schema of the database, for arranging the information. 

26. (original) The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of gathering additional 
information relevant to the text from the Internet. 

27. (currently amended) The method of claim 26, further comprising the s tep o f tracking 
n** i y g i^ y ^a ti nn t in Hingis t he. Int e rnet to devel o p miuo-contorts relevant to a use r wherein 

deriving a micro-context further comprises assigning a relative weighting to each word of the 
plurality of words based on patterns of occurrence thereof in web pages acces sed bv the user 
during the user's navigatio n thrmiph the Internet 

28. (original) The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of automatically 
updating the information periodically after the step of presenting the information to a user. 

29-40. (cancelled) 
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4] . (currently amended) A method for extracting information from the Internet, the 
method programmed in a computer-readable medium to be executed by a processor operably 
connected thereto, the method comprising: 

m inin g to gather and organize information from the Internet to form a database having a 
hierarchal schema; 

acquiring from a user a textual query fiumdus e r comprising a collection of words each 
having multiple meanings depending on context of use, at least o ne of which meanings is 
descriptive of information sought bv the user ; 

deriving a micro-context corresponding to the meaning for the textual query by 
e x am in i n g a i wcrV^ activities an the, use r 's compu t e r and comprising a plurality of words, e a ch 
assigned a relative weighting derived from patterns of occurrence thereof in web pages acce ssed 
bv the user during the user's navigation through the Internet 

operating independently from the hierarchal schema to locate a subset of the information 
in the database, the subset corresponding to the micro-context; and 

presenting the subset to a user. 

42-43. (canceled) 

44. (currently amended) The method of claim 43, wherein examining a usei'fr activities 
ml , k\ w . mwt'i i.rt »i pm*fx fm i l.iM iMin i |i i i^ iftviflwmg 41, wherein de ri vi ng a mic ro-context further 
comprises assigning a relative weighting to each word of the plurality of words based o n prior 
Internet searches conducted by the user. 
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45. (currently amended) The method of claim 44, wherein cxAiniuiug a uscr^ activiti e s 
o n the user's compute r furthe r c o m p rises reviewing tlie wherein deriving a micro-context further 
comprises assigning a relative weighting to each word of the plurality of words based on results 
produced by prior Internet searches conducted by the user. 

46-48. (canceled) 

49. (currently amended) The method of claim 41 5 wherein deriving a mic r o-contex t o f 
t he t e xt ual qu e ry compri s es re viewing the r esul t s p r oduced bv wherein deriving a micro-context 
further comprises assigning a relative weighting to each word of the plurality of words based on 
prior Internet searches conducted by the user t o ga t he r info r ma t ion r egarding contexts importan t 
to tlie user . 

50. (canceled) 
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5 1 . (currently amended) A method for extracting information from the Internet, the 
method programmed in a computer-readable medium to be executed by a processor operably 
connected thereto, the method comprising: 

gathering and organizing information from the Internet to form a database having a 

schema; 

acquiring fr om a user a textual query fro m a u s e r (••omprisins a collection of words each 
Win* multiple mmminpa daxn ^ p on context of use, at least onr. of which meanings is 
descriptive of information sought bv the user, 

deriving a micro-context umipiisiug a buhauil group of w u id, mii^p onding tethe 
me aning fui Hit quiij by eatdmuiiiifc a maT& aOivitiu. u n tlxi u&u'.. lomputa ' to gathe r 
Muimdiion icgJiJiiift milium impui L ml tu Ik. mar rorrftspondin p to the textual query an d 
r^mnrising a ohiralitv of words, *»rh assigned a relative weightinp derived from patterns of 
n^n^nce thereof in „t 1 rest one o f * r™™»* ™ erV submitted by the user, a result returned in 
res ponse to a pi*™™ nuerv sub r ^ hv the user, and a web page accessed by the user during 
the user's navigation through the Internet; 

operating independently from the schema to locate a subset of the information in the 
database, the subset corresponding to the micro-context; 

acquiring from the user a hierarchy of arrangement for the subset of the information; and 

presenting to the user the subset of information according to the hierarchy of 
arrangement. 

52-53. (canceled) 
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